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Classification of Chordae Tendineae
To the Editor:
Atn article by Drs. Roberts and Cohen1 (CIRCULATION 46: 138, 1972) contains the following statements relative to the classification of chordae tendineae: "-Each primary or first-order chorda tendinea divides into an average of two secondary or second-order chordae tendineae. Each second-order chorda divides into two or three tertiary or third-order chordae tendineae which attach to the mitral leaflet. Thuis, for each primary chorda an average of five tertiary chordae result, and each head of a papillary muscle anchors two first-order and 10 third-order chordae.T his description of primary, secondary, and tertiary chordae tenidineae collflicts with previous definitions in the literature. Chordae tendineae attaching from the papillary muscle to the free edge of the mitral leaflet are primary or first order. Those that arise from the papillary muscle and become incorporated into the ventricular surface of the leaflet a few millimeters away from the free edge are secondary or second order. Tertiary or third-order chordae, by definition, do not have any connection whatever to papillary muscles bu-t run from the ventricular wall to the undersurface of the posterolateral mitral leaflet.2 I believe that the autlhors are describing branching of first-and second-order chordae tendineae. Their CIRCULATION (45: 658, 1972) :
(1) The QRS axis in the 8-15-66 tracing is not enough to assure the presence of left anterior hemiblock (LAH) ( fig. 1 ).
(2) The first half of the QRS interval is not greater than the -15°even though the authors state it is about Leads II and V . (C) Leads III and V3 simultaneously taken with two ECG recorders. A slightly higher speed is observed in one of the recordings. RBBB disappears in the presence of bradycardia. So does r' in V,. An evident decrease in the S wave in leads I and II is also observed. esm = carotid sinus massage.
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